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wisdom of the ancients," declared the teacher
fiercely.

"But I am taught to read, and I do not under-
stand what I have learned to read," returned the
recalcitrant youth.

The teacher was puzzled. Wen was making
better progress than any other pupil in his class.
Therefore, Wen should be pleased with his oppor-
tunity to learn the wisdom of the ancients.

"Will you not, please, help me to know the
reason of what I am learning?" pleaded the
youngster.

The teacher's heart yielded. Yes, this was an
exceptional case. The boy further explained to his
teacher that there was a reason for everything
else in the world; why, therefore, should the ideo-
graphs be so without meaning?

The teacher could not answer; but there was a
friendliness that grew up from the lad's rebellion,
and Wen, out of respect for his teacher, went
heartily into the reasonless study of the classics
and learned them in such wise that the teaching
in the village temple school became the founda-
tion of his scholarship, without which he could
never have become the leader of the people.

But all the time that he worked so diligently at
the classics, this thought echoed out in the sing-
song of the classroom.
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